
Easter 

 Many of us have either forgotten or have never been told what Easter is really all 

about.  In fact, most of you when you hear the word Easter immediately think of a 

bunny that brings eggs and egg-shaped candy to your children.  Or you will think of 

pagan rituals celebrating the return of spring and the end of the long dark months of 

winter.  But Easter is not about any of those things.  Easter is all about the death, burial 

and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus, and that is what the whole point of this 

message is all about.  For you see we must get back to remembering what Easter is 

really about and in order to do that we must understand the events that took place 

starting on Friday and ending on Sunday over two thousand years ago. 

I. The Trial and Crucifixion of Christ 

I.A.The Trail of Christ before Pilate-Matthew 27:11-26 

I.A.1.What was Jesus being tried for 

I.A.1.a)Treason-the crime of betraying one’s country especially attempting to 

kill the sovereign or overthrow the government 

I.A.1.b)So that religious leaders could get rid of a rival 

I.A.2.Why did Pilate agree to go along with this farce? 

I.A.2.a)To keep the peace 

I.A.2.b)It was ultimately out of his hands, this was God’s plan from the 

beginning and nothing could stop it from happening. 

I.B.The Crucifixion and Death of Christ-Matthew 27:26-54 

I.B.1.The Crucifixion of Christ 



I.B.1.a)Began with flogging 

I.B.1.a)(1)The prisoner would stripped naked and stretched against a 

pillar or bent over a low post with the hands tied. 

I.B.1.a)(2)The instrument used to implement this torture was called in 

Greek the “flagellum”—a leather whip that had thongs laced with 

sharp pieces or iron and/or bone. 

I.B.1.a)(3)Beatings in the Jewish synagogue were limited to 39 blows, but 

in Roman flogging no limit was imposed. 

I.B.1.a)(4)Ancient writers described victims being disemboweled or having 

their bones laid bare by the “flagellum” 

I.B.1.b)Continued with the mocking by Roman soldiers 

I.B.1.b)(1)Either a red or purple cloak was placed on Jesus’ shoulders 

I.B.1.b)(2)A crown that was woven from thorns was placed on his head in 

such a way to cause both further pain and humiliation 

I.B.1.b)(3)A staff is placed in Jesus’ right hand 

I.B.1.b)(4)Finally the soldiers kneel before him in mock submission to him 

I.B.1.b)(5)All of this was done to further the public humiliation 

I.B.1.c)Continued with the march to the place of execution 

I.B.1.c)(1)The “patibulum” or crossbeam is tied across Jesus’ shoulders 

and back 

I.B.1.c)(2)Jesus is then led through Jerusalem with a Roman soldier in 

front of him carrying the “titulus” with the charge against Jesus, a 



Roman solder to either side of him to keep the crowds away and a 

Roman soldier behind him to make sure that he kept moving 

I.B.1.c)(3)Jesus is unable to carry the “patibulum” so another man named 

Simon from Cyrene is forced to carry it 

I.B.1.d)Ends with the actual crucifixion 

I.B.1.d)(1)Jesus is stripped of all his clothes 

I.B.1.d)(2)His arms are secured to the “patibulum” with both nails and 

ropes 

I.B.1.d)(3)The “patibulum” is then raised up, with Jesus attached to it, 

and fitted on to the “stipes” or the vertical beam 

I.B.1.d)(4)Jesus’ feet would then be nailed to the “stipes” 

I.B.1.d)(5)The nails used throughout this process would have been iron 

spikes approximately 5 to 7 inches (13 to 18 cm) long, with a square 

shaft 3/8 inch (10 mm) across. 

I.B.1.d)(6)The victim might remain alive for days, and after death they 

were often consumed by dogs, carrion birds or insects. 

I.B.1.d)(7)Josephus described crucifixion as “the most wretched of all 

ways of dying” (War 7.5.4) 

I.B.1.d)(8)Cicero said that crucifixion so frightened Roman citizens that 

they refused to speak the word cross 

II. The Death of Jesus and its significance 

II.A.The Death of Jesus-Matthew 27:45-54 

II.A.1.Curtain of the temple is torn in two 



II.A.2.There was an earthquake 

II.A.3.The tombs broke open 

II.A.4.Bodies of many holy people were raised to life 

II.B.The significance of Jesus’ death-Hebrews 9 

II.B.1.The Old Covenant-Hebrews 9:1-10 

II.B.1.a)The Ark of the Covenant 

II.B.1.a)(1)The most sacred furnishing in the tabernacle/temple 

II.B.1.a)(2)Was a rectangular chest measuring 3.75 feet long, 2.25 feet 

wide and 2.25 feet high 

II.B.1.a)(3)Made of acacia wood 

II.B.1.a)(4)Overlaid with pure gold inside and out 

II.B.1.a)(5)Represented God’s presence among the people 

II.B.1.a)(6)Three items were originally inside the ark 

II.B.1.a)(6)(a)A jar of manna-the food God miraculously provided in 

the desert 

II.B.1.a)(6)(b)Aaron’s staff-serving as a reminder of God’s mighty acts 

and his choice of Aaron and his descendants as Israel’s priests 

II.B.1.a)(6)(c)The two stone tablets on which the Ten Commandments 

were written-serving as a reminder of the law’s importance as 

God’s standard for his people 

II.B.1.a)(7)The lid was a golden plate 

II.B.1.a)(7)(a)Called the atonement cover 



II.B.1.a)(7)(b)Had two solid gold angelic figures on either side of what 

was called the mercy seat, on which sacrificial blood would be 

sprinkled, showing God’s saving mercy through shed blood 

II.B.1.b)The Atonement Cover 

II.B.1.b)(1)On the Day of Atonement the blood of two animals were 

sprinkled as an offering to God 

II.B.1.b)(1)(a)Bull’s Blood-that made atonement, or “sin covering,” for 

the high priest and his family 

II.B.1.b)(1)(b)Goat’s blood-that served as an offering for the sins of 

the entire nation 

II.B.1.b)(2)Was a prophetic symbol of the heavenly “throne of grace” 

which we can now approach because of Christ’s shed blood in order to 

receive mercy and help for all our needs 

II.B.1.c)The Inner Room 

II.B.1.c)(1)Called the Most Holy Place and symbolized God’s presence 

II.B.1.c)(2)Only the High Priest could enter and only once a year on the 

Day of Atonement 

II.B.1.c)(3)Teaching that under the old covenant, unrestricted access was 

not yet possible because intimate companionship with him could exist 

only when a person’s inward conscience had been cleansed perfectly 

II.B.1.c)(4)The law and it’s sacrificial system could not provide such a 

cleansing because only Christ’s perfect personal sacrifice for sin could 

provide complete cleansing from the guilt of sin 



II.B.2.The New Covenant 

II.B.2.a)Brought about through the blood of Jesus 

II.B.2.a)(1)The Blood of Jesus signifies his sacrifice for our sin 

II.B.2.a)(2)Is central to our redemption 

II.B.2.a)(3)Was shed to remove our sins and to restore our opportunity for 

a right relationship with God 

II.B.2.b)The New Covenant through the shedding of Jesus’ blood does the 

following things 

II.B.2.b)(1)Provides forgiveness for the sins of all who turn from their own 

way and put their faith in Christ 

II.B.2.b)(2)Ransoms (rescues and/or restores) all true believers from the 

control of Satan and evil powers 

II.B.2.b)(3)Justifies all who entrust their lives to him 

II.B.2.b)(4)Cleanses believers’ consciences from guilt so that they might 

serve God with full assurance of salvation 

II.B.2.b)(5)Sanctifies (purifies, refines, develops and sets apart for God’s 

service) God’s people 

II.B.2.b)(6)Opens the way for Christ’s followers to come directly to God 

through Christ in order to find grace, mercy, help and salvation 

II.B.2.b)(7)Is a guarantee of all the promises of the new covenant 

II.B.2.b)(8)The savings, restoring and purifying power is continually made 

available to believers as they come to God through faith in Christ 

III. The Resurrection-Matthew 28:1-10 



III.A.The Central truth of the Gospel 

III.B.Apart from it we would have no hope 

III.C.The mere though of it sacred his enemies that they made up a lie about it—

Matthew 27:62-66 

III.D.What is the importance of Christ’s resurrection to those who believe in him? 

III.D.1.Proves he is the Son of God 

III.D.2.Guarantees the effective result of his death for our sins—that it certainly 

did provide the means of forgiveness and a restored relationship with God 

III.D.3.Verifies the truth of God’s Word 

III.D.4.Is proof of future judgment on the wicked 

III.D.5.Is the foundation for Christ’s gift of the Holy Spirit and renewed spiritual 

life to his people and for his current ministry in heaven as the intercessor for 

all who rely on him 

III.D.6.Assures Jesus’ followers of their future in heaven and of their resurrection 

when the Lord returns 

III.D.7.Makes Christ’s presence and power over sin available in our everyday lives 

 For you see it is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus that provides us with 

our living hope.  Because without Christ’s death, burial and resurrection we would still 

be trapped in the mire of our sins.  Christ’s death, burial and resurrection provides us 

with the means to be set free from the sins of our past, the sins that we are committing 

now and the sins that we will commit in the future.  So as you listen to this, one of my 

favorite songs think about that, because the fact that we have a living hope is the true 

reason for Easter.


